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FPROCEEDING 8, &c. 


HOLDERS of the COUNTY of YORK, 

held at the CASTLE of Vokk, on Thurſday 

the 10th day of February, 1785, in purſuance of notice 

given by the Sheriff of the ſaid County, agreeable to the 

* requiſition of a very reſpectable body of Freeholders, the 
following Petition was unanimouſly agreed to : 


To the HoxounAETLE the COMMONS of GREAT 
BRITAIN, in Parliament. aſſembled. 


The HUMBLE PETITION of the FREEHOLDERS 
of the County of YORK: 


\ Ta GENERAL MEETING of the FREE- 


SHEWETH, 


HAT your Petitioners, ſenſible of the original ex- 
cellence of the Conſtitution of this Country, moſt 
ardently wiſh to have it maintained upon the genuine 
. principles on which it was founded. 

Your Petitioners further ſhew that it is neceſſary to 
the Welfare of the People, that the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament ſhould have a common intereſt with the 
Nation, and that in the preſent ſtate of the Repreſen- 
tation of the People in Parliament, the Commons of 
this realm are partially and inadequately repreſented, 
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and conſequently cannot have that fecurity for their 
liberties, which it is the aim of the Conſtitution ta 
give them. 


Your Petitioners therefore moſt humbly ſupplicate 
this Honourable Houſe, to take into their moſt ſerious 
conſideration the preſent inadequate ſtate of the Repre- 
ſentation of the People in Parliament, and to apply 


ſuch remedy to this great Conſtitutional evil as to thig 
Honourable Houſe may ſeem meet. N 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Petition now read 
ſhall be ſigned by the Sheriff and any of the Free- 
holders preſent, who approve thereof, on behalf of 
themſelves and the other Freeholders of this County. 


Reſolved, That the Menibers for this County be de- 
fired to preſent to Parliament the Petition now adopted. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Aſſem- 
bly be given to the High-Sheriff for his ready com- 
pliance with the wiſhes of the County in calling thig 
Meeting, and for his impartial conduct on this day. 


WILLIAM DANBY, SHErier, 


— —..— IEe———_—_—_——_—_—_———— 
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The following is 4 SUMMARY ACCOUNT of the 
SPEECHES of the Meeting: e 


1 Petition was thoved by Gen. St. LEO ER, 


who expreſſed his great pleaſure in the zeal which 
actuated the County to perſevere in purſuing the great 
object of a Parliamentary Reformation z he congratu- 
lated himſelf on having an opportunity, in ſo full and , 
reſpectable a Meeting of the Freetiolders of „ 


4 4 
of joining his voice to theirs to promote à meaſure ſo 
neceſſary to the recovery of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 


Mr. CHALONER ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. H. DUNCOMBE then roſe. He congratulated 
his Conſtituents on the probable ſucceſs of a meaſure 
which originated in this County, and which promiſes 
to prove ſo contributary to the public welfare. He 
reflected on the miſconduct of former Miniſters, and 
thence inferred that theit reſiſtance to the means of re- 
moving corruption, by which alone they had governed, 
though a ſubject of regret, could by no means excite 
our wonder. He obſerved, that as meafures were the 
only juft criterion of Minifters, ſo it was no bad ears 
neſt of a Miniſter when. he called for a canvas of his 
conduct, and referred himſelf to the People, whoſe part 
it is to control and puniſh Miniſters. The diſtreſs of 
this Country he conſidered as a ſufficient proof of the 
neceflity of a Parliamentary Reformation; and calling 
to recollection the impolicy of thoſe meaſures which 
had been purſued during the laſt twelve unhappy years, 
declared, that though their effects had been predicted, 
yet they were obſtinately purſued by an Adminiſtration 
which was weakly, implicitly, and ſervilely ſupported 
by Parliament z a Parliament which, unfaithful to its 
truſt, had either flept on duty, or treacherouſly be- 
trayed it to the enemy. He remarked the ſerious and 
ſteady temper which the People had at length been 
rouſed to aſſume, and was pleaſed to find the Country 
in a diſpoſition to be no farther trifled with; the ca- 
prices of a Miniſter were no longer to be acquieſced 
in; no farther compliance with his ruinous projects 
could be ſubmitted to: Had an equal ſpirit actuated the 
Public ſome years ago, and had they been able to im- 
preſs their ſenſe upon Parliament then, a war, unjuſt 
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in its principles, and ruinous in its conſequences, would 
have either been entirely prevented, or brought to an 
earlier period. He rejoiced, however, in the proſpects 
that now open. He ſaw better principles revive, and 
hoped for better conſequences from them. He conſi- 
dered all other means of retrieving the Public and pre- 
ſerving'its Conſtitution as futile and nugatory, and relied 
on an amended Repreſentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment; this alone he looked on as effectual, permanent, 
and exempt from viciſſitude and change. 

He then turned to the reſources of this Country, and 
affirmed that the experience of the laſt year has proved 
that they are not exhauſted quite. The ſuppreſſion of 
thar illicit trade, which grew out of our late ſyſtem of 
finance, opens a fairer proſpect. The taxes which have 
been lately impoſed, he acknowledged were heavy, but 
they were neceflary too; they were not impoſed for 
new deſtructive projects; their purpoſe was to liquidate 
a debt of thirty millions of money, the laſt ſad legacy 
of calamity bequeathed by a wretched Miniſtry to this 
unhappy Country. The meaſures that are now pur- 
ſued originate in conſummate acknowledged abilities 
and integrity. The amendment of our Reprefentation 
is now the meaſure of a Government which does not 
require corruption to juſtify its conduct; and an amended 
Repreſentation augurs proſperity to the Country, | 


Mr. JOHN MILNES. As I was ever an advocate 
for the buſineſs of this day, I heartily congratulate you 
upon a greater proſpect of ſucceſs ; and I am happy to 
think that the conduct of many of us, at the late County 
Addreſs- Meeting, has greatly gained us the confidence 
of thoſe who were before fearful of our proceedings; we 
then convinced them we were equally friends to the juſt 
Prerogatives of the Crown and the Liberties of the 
People; indeed the neceſſity of a Parliamentary Re- 
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form ſeems to be more generally allowed of than ever. 
No where; in my opinioh, is there a more glaring in- 
ſtance of the defective ſtate of our Repreſentation, than 
in the manufacturing part of the Weſt-Riding of this 
County: A manufaftory (the cloathing manufattory ) 
- which employs ſome hundred thouſands of people, and 
brings in to the Country upwards of Three Millions 
ſterling annually, yet ſends not one fingle Member to 
Parliament, nor has any Repreſentative there, unleſs 
you will except thoſe who are ſent by the County at 
large. How diſproportionate this, when many ſmall 
towns and villages, and thoſe alſo under influence, ſend 
each two Members to Parliament. is . 
Mr. Chairman, I now beg leave to intreat Gentle 
men's indulgence to a circumſtance which paſſed at 
the late County Addreſs- Meeting, for it ſeems that part 
of Col. Thornton's ſpeech relating to me, was ſo much 
miſunderſtood, that an idea has gone forth that I had 
the title of a Baronet offered me to ſupport the Ad- 
dreſs: As I was conſcious of having had no ſuch offer 
made me, or of ever having told Col. Thornton ſo, I 
immediately after the meeting waited upon Col. Thorn- 
ton for an explanation, who declared that what he had 
alluded to, was a converſation which had paſſed three 
years before, and which I can aſſure you was intended 
as no other than a joke. Col. Thornton moreover de- 
clared that he was extremely ſorry for having made 
mention of it, and that he meant no kind of offence to 
me whatſoever. I again had a converſation with Col. 
Thornton, and his apology was very full and fatisfac- 
tory. My having left the wall of the Caſtle-yard along 
with Sir W, Foulis, Mr, Banks, and others, to get 
ſome refreſhment, before Col. Thornton made that part 
of his ſpeech relating to me, wh I hopes apologize f for | 
this intruſion. 


Earl 
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Earl FAUCONBERG declared himſelf ambitious 
of the attention of ſo reſpectable and numerous a Meet- 
ing of the Freeholders of the County, Though a 
Peer of the Realm, he'confidered himſelf at liberty to 
expreſs his wiſhes to ſee the Repreſentation of the 
People put upon a better footing, and alſo his confi- 
dence in thoſe who have now the honour to be called 
to his Majeſty's Councils, and whom he is happy to ſee 
enjoy the concurrent approbation of both the Crown 
and People. He congratulated the County upon a Re- 
preſentative, (Mr. Duncombe) whoſe integrity, foli- 
dity, attention, and judgment did honour to their 
choice, and whom he conſidered as a kind of balance to 
the defects of our Repreſentation. He abjured all Re- 
publican ideas; the example of 1658, however, he 
thought, deſerved attention; for at that time Repre- 
ſentatives were added to the Counties, and alſo to the 
Commercial Towns. His Lordſhip then adverted to 
the improvement of our Revenues, in conſequence of 
the new laws and regulations to reftrain the illicit practice 
of Smuggling; and affirmed that in the year 1784 the 
Cuſtoms had increaſed 400,000. and the Exciſe no leſs 
than a Million. He alfo declared that, inſtead of being 
againſt us, Exchange was now 9 and q per Cent. in our 
favour. Tea, which had been formerly ſmuggled into 
Britain by our enemies with a view to diftreſs us, and 
which had actually effected a loſs to the Revenue of 
2,000,000). per annum, was now imported by our own 
commercial companies; by which means that ſum of 
2,000,000l. which would otherwiſe have gone to France, 
now flows into our own coffers under the conduct and 
auſpices of better Miniſters, whoſe views, extending 
deyond the little conſiderations of places and emolu- 
ments, comprehend both our Conſtitutional and Com- 
mercial Intereſts ; under the direction of that 3 

: an 
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and able Young Man, who not only is, but has the 
proſpect of long continuing, the Minifter of this Coun- 
try. With ſo much good in view, therefore, and with 
perſons placed in reſponſible fituations by the act of the 
Sovereign and applauſe of the People, we ſhould bear 
as men, for a while, thoſe burdens which are unforty- 
nately, but neceffarily, laid upon us. Our Reſources 
thus increaſe, and our ManufaQtures, particularly in 
the Weſt-Riding, will improve; the reſtraints on Smug- 
gling will fave to this country that great quantity of 
Wool that has been carried out to our enemies the 
French, and which they have occaſion for to work up 
that of their own nation, and conſequently prevent 
their being our rivals in that branch of trade; our Ship- 
ping will increaſe, and with it our Naval St 
Let us then with a fober patience for a little while ex- 
pect the benefits of theſe meaſures, and our confidence 
will be neceſſarily confirmed. 


Mr. R. S. MILNES could not ſuppreſs his entire 
ſatis faction in ſeeing the preſent Meeting. The con- 
duct of the Freeholders, he obſerved, had realized the 
public eſteem in which they were univerſally held. He 
expreſſed his high opinion of the preſent Miniſter; but 
ſtill recommended to them not to rely on any Miniſter, 
however well diſpoſed, but to place their confidence 
only in that which could not deceive them, and muſt 
be laſting—a Reformation of Parliament. What the 
conſequence of theit application to the Houſe of Com- 
mons would be he could not tell; he therefore urged 
them, at all events, to perſevere in this purſuit; and 
declared, that if they ſhould even be foiled now, when 
the proſpect is ſo fair, it was his determined reſolution 
never to abanden the meaſure, | 
IS Mr. 
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Mr. WYVILL. I will addreſs myſelf to you in # 
few words only. As the: County of York has taken fo 
decided a part in favour of Parliamentary Reformation, 
againſt every effort of a corrupt Government to ſuppreſs 
their feelings, it would be truly ſurprifing if the Free- 
Holders had remained inactive on this occcaſion, when 
Government takes ſo decided a part in its favour. I 
think, therefore, the County is much obliged to thoſe 
Gentlemen who ſigned the Requiſition ; and ſtill more 
fo to the worthy High Sheriff, who, by complying 
with their requeſt; has once more given us an opportu- 
nity to declare our fentiments upon the queſtion. _ 
The Petition before you has my hearty approbation; 
it had alſo the approbation of the County in two ſuc- 
ceſſive meetings; but unexceptionable as it appears to 
me, there may be Gentlemen who are not yet fully 
convinced of its propriety, though they have not riſen 
to expreſs their diſſent. The queſtion has been ſo ably 
diſcuſſed on former occaſions, and ſo much has been 
| aid in favour of Reformation on the true Grounds of 
Government, and the Principles of our Conſtitution, 
that I deſpair of being able to throw any new light on 
the ſubject in that general View: I therefore wiſh to 
confine my obſervations to ſome recent facts that have 
happened ſince the laſt Petition was preſented to Parlia- 
ment, which ſeem to afford new arguments for the 
meaſure, or to confirm the old. | 
The late heavy burdens, which have been un- 
avoidably impoſed on the public, preſent one ſtrong 
argument for Parliamentary Reformation. Five years 
ago this country, and the kingdom at large, groan- 
ing under the preſſure of calamity, ſtood forward 
to petition Parliament for an Oeconomical Reform, 
and very intelligibly implied its earneſt wiſh for 
t the 
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the diſcontinuance of the American War. The ſenſe 
of the country was then very well underſtood to be 
againſt that War: It was impoſſible Parliament could 
miſtake it; yet, from an improper leaning towards the 
Miniſter, Parliament refuſed to comply. The war was 
therefore protracted for two years more, at an expence 
exceeding Fifty Millions; and by this treachery to the 
public, a neceſſity was incurr'd for thoſe heavy burdens, 
which have been impoſed by two ſucceſſive adminiſtra- 
tions for the laſt two years. Parliament therefore re- 
quires Reformation; for if Parliament could ſupport a 
Miniftet in the proſecution of a war againſt the manifeſt 
fenſe of the people, what reaſon have we to truſt that 
future Parliaments may not ſupport a Miniſter in com- 
mencing a war againſt the ſenſe of the people. If the 
ſpirit of liberty, therefore, were extinct in this country; 
if the people were dead to every ſenſe of their Conſtitu- 
tional Rights, yet, in an ceconomical view only, it 
would be their-interefſt to ſupport a eee net Re- 
formation. 

A till ſtronger argument ariſes out of the late Eaſt- 
India Bill, and the diſputes conſequent upon it, By 
touching on this delicate ſubject, it is far from my inten- 
tion to provoke a debate foreign to the queſtion before 
the Meeting; ſtill leſs do I mean to give the ſmalleſt of- 
fence to thoſe Gentlemen who hold ſentiments on the 
ſubje& different from my own. I have experienced 
their candour on many occaſions ; I reſpect their ge- 
neral principles, and 1 hope I ſhall not give any per- 
fonal offence, as it is my purpoſe ſtudiouſly to avoid it. 
On the one hand Gentlemen complain, that the privi- 
leges of the Houſe of Commons have been violated by 
the Miniſter's ſtaying in office after that houſe had de- 
clared its want of confidence in him; they lament the 
fallen dignity of that houſe; they lament that it has loſt 
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the antient confidence of the public. How is this fact 
to be accounted for, but by admitting that the ſufpicion 
of Parliamentary Corruption bas become general ? The 
nation knew that, in numerous inſtances, a few great 
Lords appointed their deputies to fit in that houſe, and 
that many more were returned to parliament by the lit- 
tle venal boroughs. They ſelt themſelves only the no- 
minal conſtituent of parliament, and thence inferred, 
that no common intereſt ſubſiſting between Parliament 
and the body of the Nation, Parliament might act 3 
part directly oppoſite to the ſenſe and intereſt of the 
nation. And hence againthe factlity with which the op- 
poſers of the India Bill impreſſed the public with the 
almoſt univerſal ſenſe of its dangerous conſequetice, and 
the neceſſity of ſupporting the Minifter of the crown 
again an unfaithful Parliament. The confidence of 
the nation, therefore, can only be reſtored to Parlia- 
ment by the ſucceſs of the meaſure which has been now 
propoſed to you. On the other hand, mavy think the 
India Bill a meaſure big with the moſt dangerous con- 
ſequences: By veſting the influence of that great Com- 
mercial Compagy in a few ariſtocratical perſons, a new 
power would have been created unknown to the Con- 
ſtitution, and utterly ſubverſive of it; an ariſtocracy 
would have been formed, which, aided by the treaſury 
of Bengal, would have been able, and perhaps willing, 
to degrade the Crown to the ground, and trample alſa 
the rights and privileges of the People under their feet. 
This danger is, for the preſent, eſcaped; but if the 
abuſes of Repreſentation remain uncorrected, it may ſoon 
return again. Factious and corrupt majorities may be 
formed once more; againſt theſe therefore we mult 
guard: For if theſe ſhould at any time ſucceed, the due 
balance of the Conſtitution muſt be for ever overturned. 
There was a time when the danger of Innovation was 
much inſiſted on by cool and cautious men, and it 
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is not ſurpriſing, while meaſures of ſuch magnitude 
are agitated by private individuals only, or aſſemblies 
of the people, that fears of this nature ſhould have their 
weight with men of moderate or timid tempers. I have 
the pleaſure, however, to obſerve, that Innovation is no 
longer conſidered but as a viſibnary fear : For when the 
meaſure is taken up by Government itſelf ; when a. 
plan of Reformation is propoſed by a Miniſter who has 
proved himſelf a friend to the Conſtitution in all its 
branches, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that any change 
can be intended, by which the lawful power of the 
crown would be impaired, or the juſt and antient rights 
of the people be invaded; The improved profpe& of 
ſucceſs is another argument which ſtrongly perſuades 
the adoption of this meaſure; for when can a petition 
be more ſeaſonable than at 4 time when there is every 
reaſon to believe it will receive the ſupport even of Go- 
vernment itſelf ?— The public is well apprized that I 
have had the honour of having ſome communication. 
with Mr. Pitt; but what I ſay on this topic, I do not 
bring forward on any authority, dut merely collect from 
what is equally notorious to the public as to myſelf, 
From the laſt clauſe in the King's Speech, explained as 
it was by Mr. Pitt's comment upon it in the Houſe of 
Commons, it is manifeſt that the cabinet does not diſ- 
approve of Mr. Pitt's intention hone/tly and boldly, as a 
Man and as a Miniſter, to ſupport a Parliamentary Re- 
form, otherwiſe we ſhould have heard of diflentions in 
the cabinet ; but this not having been the caſe, it is juſt 
to infer the probability of their tupport. Thus future 
factions and corrupt combinations of men will be cut 
off, the Crown will be ſafe, and the People gratified in 
their deareſt wiſh, Many other parts of the kingdom, 
I have no doubt, will concur in the meaſures of this 
county; but if the people of England ſhould be fo loſt 
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to every ſenſe of juſt policy, as to diſregard the fate of 
a queſtion, in which all their moſt valuable intereſts are 
involved, the honour of having ſupported that queſtion. 
to the laſt will belong excluſively to I orkſhire, and the 
ſpirit of the Engliſh People at large muſt be acknow-. 
ledged to be loft. But 1 augur no ſuch ill—you will 
be well followed by the nation—Parliament will take 
the meaſure from you—the Miniſter will preſs it upon 
Parliament—Repreſentation will be reformed—and the 
Conſtitution will be ſaved. 


m 


On Saturday the 12th inſtant, at a general and very 
numerous Meeting of the Freemen and Inhabitants of 
the City of Vork, convened, in compliance with a re- 
quiſition, by the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor 
at the Guildhall, a ſimilar Petition was agreed to, 


and addreſſed to the Honourable the Commons of 


Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, and praying 
tc them to take into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the 


« preſent inadequate Repreſentation of the People in 


« Parliament, and to apply ſuch remedy to that alarm- 


ing evil as to them may ſeem meet” —Both in 


County and City there prevailed the moſt perfect una- 
nimity in the purſuit of this vaſt Conſtitutional object. 


